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25. — Biographies of Distinguished Scientific Men. By Fran§ois 
Arago, Member of the Institute. Translated by Admiral W. H. 
Smyth, D. C. L., F. E. S., etc., the Ret. Baden Powell, M. A., 
F. R. S., etc., and Robert Grant, Esq., M. A., F. R. A. S. Se- 
ries First and Second. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1859. 12mo. 
pp. 444, 486. 

The First Series of these Biographies commences with the author's 
autobiography. It is defaced by a vanity almost puerile, and presents 
several of Arago's brethren in science in a light by no means amiable. 
Its chief value lies in its preserving a few not unimportant items of sci- 
entific history. The residue of the volumes in hand is filled with biogra- 
phies of distinguished Frenchmen and Englishmen, most or all of them 
prepared by M. Arago in his capacity of Perpetual Secretary of the 
Academy of Sciences. They are of worth, equally as presenting details 
of life and character, and as furnishing numerous incidental facts con- 
nected with the scientific development of the last and the present cen- 
tury, which have no record elsewhere. The translators have assumed 
also the office of interpreters and critics, inserting well-timed explana- 
tions where the text is involved in technicalities, expressing their dis- 
sent, with the grounds for it, on various subjects open to controversy, 
and in some cases obviating unfair inferences to which the author's 
personal prejudices might lead his less informed readers. These notes, 
introduced modestly and sparingly, constitute a highly valuable feature 
of the work as it is now given to us. 



26. — The Life of John Milton. Narrated in Connection with the 
Political, Ecclesiastical, and Literary History of his Time. By Da- 
vid Masson, M. A., Professor of English Literature in University 
College, London. "With Portraits, and Specimens of his Handwrit- 
ing at different Periods. Vol. I. 1608-1639. Boston : Gould and 
Lincoln. 1859. 8vo. pp. 658. 

This is the first of three ponderous volumes, while all that is ac- 
tually known of Milton's life might be comprised in two hundred octavo 
pages. But Mr. Masson's work is really the history of the English 
mind, church, and state during the sixty-six years between Milton's 
birth and death. At the same time the author omits nothing, however 
trivial, which can be given as in direct or remote connection with Mil- 
ton. Thus there is a very long treatise on the genealogy of the poet's 
parents, and large portions of his college exercises are translated from 



